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On my first day at school I met the school principal,
teachers, and students. After a couple of days it
Most
Japanese wouldn't even give this situation a second
thought

On a first day in an American school, not only would you

occurred to me that | hadn’t met anvone else.
But to me. 1t was very different and interesting.

see teachers and students,but also academic and health
counselors, cafeteria workers, and custodians.  Sadly, many
big city schools even security guards. Theses people are
needed because American students are not expected to
serve lunch or clean their schools. Academic counselors
are needed to advise students on what classes to choose
for each semester. They also inform students on academic
Students can talk to health

counselors about peer pressure or family problems

scholarships and awards.

American schools offer more specialized services,
whereas in Japan students tend to rely on their teachers.
Three months into teaching | have seen the benefits of
the Japanese system. The relationsip between the teachers
and students is very close, Also, students are less likely
to litter or vandalize their school if they have ta clean
it.  American students don’t have that kind of investment
in their school.
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