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Recently, there have been some problems in Japanese schools.
Three incidents of stabbings within a week. | think this is
very shocking to many Japanese people. It's sad and its
alarming. | must say, however, that I'm not sosurprised by
these recent happenings.

There are so many thigs I like and respect about
Japanese schools and the Japanese Education system.

But probably the biggest problem and biggest frustration

I have as a foreign teacher here is lack of discipline.

I'm always frustrated that Japanese students are not
punished for sleeping in class, for talking in class, for
being disruptive, or for not doing homework. Japanese
teachers say they must always encourage students, be kind
to them, and be friends with them. Japanese students are
sometimes spoiled by this, they can do many things that
might be bad, they know they won't be punished.

I've read in the newspapers that now many prefectural
government but Japan needs to thik about changing the
attitude about discipline in schools, or these problems will
only get more and more serious, Also, the gavernment
has said it wants to classify knives as "harmful plaything”

That is very wrong ! Knives are weapons, not playthings or
toys | Japan needs to acknowledge that and it'snew problem
before moer incidents occur. Alexis Pillsbury
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