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Not all change is progress, but all progress is change

| enjoyed last month's article on the lack of student discipline by my fellow
AET, Alexis Pillsbury, As we share the same job. | definitely can relate to
sone of her frustrations with the Japanese school system, Firstlet me state that
this is not going to be an aricle bashing Japanese schools, As a matter of
fact. conpared to most of the schools in my hometown of Los Angeles,
Japanese schools are quite healthy. Most of students | come into contact with
are greal. Teachers and school officials are genuinely concemed sbout their
students. But that's not to say there isn't any room for improvement or at the
very least.debate.

One issue | would like to see addressed is classroom behavior. | understand
that I'm working with young people who are going through a sometimes
tumultuous stage of their lives, but when is enough, enough? Obviously
neveraccording to the belief where a student cannot be asked to leave the
room. Often times, simply obnoxious behavior is tolerated because the teacher
is unable or unwilling to reprimand a student. The behavior can often distract
teachers from teaching und students from learning. This i5 especially frustrating
when there are students classroom who do want 1o leamn.

Another issue is why aren't students in classes that are commiserate with
their ability or performance? It's difficult to teach a class where you have
students who can speak dasic English and then also have students who can't
even recite the alphabet. So who do you accommodate? Do you make the
class so easy as to bore half the ¢lass? Or have a more demanding and
interesting curriculum and risk losing the other half? Either way, the boredom
may be a reason for some of the misbehavior.

I've discovered that some japanese people also disagree with many aspects of
the school system. But often 1 hear “that the way it is, we can't change it.
Or sometimes the reply is simply “ahyes, that is bad” I'll end this article with
what | started it with, not all change is progress, but all progress is change.

(Trinh Dang)
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