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School Vacations o
The heat and humidity are here, and they signal the arrival of summet. In theUnited Smes,mmlons of students. and teachers
welcone this arrival as it means a 2or 3 month break from school. Unlike Japan, the U.S. shool year ends in May or june and a

new. school year starts in late August or Srplember. For instance, al my university, final exams are taken in the second week of June,
and first day of school doesn't start until the last week of September. In the winter, schools usually have a break for two weeks and
in the spring, there’s a one or two week break. The favorite of course is the summer break since it is after final exams and is the
longest. This is called the "traditional” schedule.

Some schools follow what is called a “track” schedule. Usually this system is used by overcrowded schools. For example, the
biggest high school in Los Angeles has over 5,000 students and the school doesn't have enough room to accommodate all these
students. So the 5,000 students are divded into 4 tracks and they go to school on a rolational basis. So there is always one track on
vacation, while three are at school, Usualy the students go to school for a couple of months and then heve 6 weeks of vacation. |
went 1o an elementary school with 3 tracks during the 80's. But now, the "traditional” schedule is the norm. | dislike the track
schedule because it was hard to keep in touch with friends if they were on a different track. And the worst thing was when you
were stuck on the track which had to go to school during the summer. You really envied the students who got 10 enjoy their summer
and didn't habe to sit in a hot, stuffy classroom.

American students. unlike those in Japan, do not participate in club activities during the vacations. It's really up to the students how
they want 1o spend their vacations. So for the summer break, some students work to make some extra spending money or they may
do an internship for work experience. Or they may do volunteer work. Such things are considered important for students who want to
get into good universities. There are summer camps for students 1o fake a break from their parents, partcipate in outdoor activities, do
arts and crafts, and generally have a good time with their peers. Also, many families like to take this time 10 go camping. visil
relatives, or travel. There is summer school for students to make up classes they failed to pass or for ambitious students who want 1o
take a class early. For instance, | liked to take math classes during the summer and suffer for 6 weeks tather than having to take
them during the regular school year for 18 weeks (usually the school year is divided into 2 semesters of 18 weeks). Lastly, there are
the students who do nothing at all but hang out with their friends. go to the shopping malls and watch movies, etc. A leisurely life
enjoyed by the few!
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